The vague generalized impressions of most Canadian psychiatrists concerning matters psychiatric in the Southern parts of this hemisphere are undergoing a change with a growing knowledge and involvement of a number of c.P.A. members in the Inter-American Council of Psychiatric Associations. (All members are being kept informed through the Association News Letter about the working group preparing for the first plenary conference of the Council planned for 1968 in San Antonio.) The Editor's own vast ignorance was reduced when he had an opportunity to attend recently a meeting of the professors of psychiatry from the Latin American countries to consider psychiatry in undergraduate medical education. The first surprise was to find that there are over one hundred medical schools south of the U.S.A.jMexican border, ranging in size from freshman classes of forty to over one thousand. The next 'cultural shock' was the familiar sound of the problems which were raised by all countries for solution:
a) The skewing effects of selecting medical students on the basis of high competence in mathematics and natural sciences alone.
b) How to find more time and better means to acquaint the student during preclinical years with the human side of medicine. c) Where to look for clinical teachers interested in small group and seminar instruction as an introduction to clinical training. d) Methods of integrating the teaching of psychiatry both with basic medical sciences and with other clinical fields. e) How to contend with divergent 'schools' of psychiatric theorizing within a medical school department of psychiatry. f) How to prepare the general physician as a 'leader of the health team', etc. etc. Except for the translation head-set we might have been at the similar Canadian Conference held in Kingston two years ago; the proceedings of which incidentally, translated into Spanish, formed part of the preparatory material for the Latin American Conference.
We hope the organizers of this meeting -the Pan American Health Organization -will reciprocate with English and French translations of the proceedings in order that Northerners can share the many stimulating and constructive ideas generated by this first Continental Conference on Psychiatric Education. F.C.R.C.
The Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association of Canada have informed us that they are making a donation to the United Nations International Children's Emergcrcy Fund (UNICEF), in lieu of sending Christmas Cards.
